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The Stamp Act. 255 

most heartily beseech Almighty God to strengthen him, that he may 
vanquish and overcome all his Enemies, at the same time begging 
his Protection, aDd that he will save us from the Hands of our 
Enemies, abate their Pride, assuage their malice, and confound 
their Devices; thus we dishonour him who hath enjoined us to 
pray with the Heart and Understanding also, and must appear to 
be rank Hypocrites. We therefore recommend, that so much of 
the Liturgy as respects the King be altered, that a prayer for the 
Preservation, Happiness, and Union of the Colonies be substi- 
tuted, and that the Clergy be directed to use the same on Pain of 
an immediate removal." 

Copy from the Original, reported to and received by the Com- 
mittee on Monday the 22nd April, 1776. 

[Teste,] Thomas Miller, CI. Com." 



THE STAMP ACT. 

In the excitement succeeding the passage of the Stamp Act Vir- 
ginia "rang the alarm bell for the continent." The resolves 
offered by Patrick Henry united the people everywhere in opposi- 
tion. And yet, while there was much official talk and private 
action, it does not seem that in any colony was there much official 
action. Northampton court, in Virginia, appears to have been the 
first public authority to inhibit the operation of the law: 

"Virginia — sc. : 

"At a court held for Northampton county, Feb. 8, 1766: 

" On the motion of the clerk and other officers of this court pray- 
ing their opinion whether the act entitled 'An Act for granting and 
applying certain Stamp Duties and other Duties in America,' etc., 
was binding on the inhabitants of this colony, and whether they, 
the said officers, should incur any penalties by not using stamped 
paper agreeable to the directions of the said act, the court unani- 
mously declared it to be their opinion that the said act did not 
bind, affect, or concern the inhabitants of this colony, inasmuch as 
they conceive the same to be unconstitutional, and that the said 
several officers may proceed to the execution of their respective 
offices, without incurring any penalties by means thereof, which 
opinion this court doth order to be recorded. 

Griffin Stith, C. iV. G" 



